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Jesus said:  Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides 

in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 

          John 15:4-5 

 
 Pastor John Mark Comer calls the modern world, “a virtual conspiracy against the interior 

life.”  I recently read a fascinating article about this pastor and although I disagree with some of his per-

spectives, I find many of them fascinating and thought-provoking.  His 2024 book, Practicing the Way, 

is a best-seller, and has been called, “a how-to guide for Christlike living.”  It proposes practices that 

are loosely based on the practices of the monastic Order of Saint Benedict, such as scripture reading, 

service, keeping the Sabbath, solitude, prayer, fasting, community, witness and generosity.   

 The Benedictines have a great deal to offer us, particularly in today’s world.  We are at risk of 

finding ourselves so busy, so inundated with must-do’s, must-haves, videos, and the chaos of grasping 

for so much, that we miss out on the essentials of what it means to be a child of God and a disci-

ple.  The word disciple means, “Learner.”  Do we take time in our busy lives to learn from Christ dai-

ly?  How can we take time in our busy lives to learn from Christ daily?   

 This August, in worship, we will be reflecting on different discipleship practices, such as silence, 

compassion, prayer, and service.  This worship series will not touch upon all the discipleship practices, 

but seeks to invite us to consider several and identify which ones speak to us.   

 As we begin to think about a shift from Summer to Fall, let us all consider what it means to 

abide in our Savior and what that looks like in our lives. 

 

 Pastor Leigh 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc21y6XfF7XVIbg87Qg0Y3ZrbrUqhHQcYJtyp9SyioKkaXLA/viewform
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Deacon’s Corner 
In today's busy world of social media, online calendars, 

and instant messaging, it is easy to become disconnect-

ed or assume that others are doing fine. Yet one of the 

greatest strengths of a church family is the care we pro-

vide for one another. Throughout the summer, the 

Board of Deacons has worked to strengthen and main-

tain our sense of community through prayer, cards, cel-

ebrations, meals, and responding to the needs of our 

congregation. A freezer stocked with "grab-and-go" 

meals is available in the church kitchen for times of im-

mediate need. And there is always a deacon—or two or 

three—ready to visit a home, hospital, or care facility 

when support and encouragement are needed. This 

summer, the Board of Deacons also used a portion of 

the Deacons Fund to purchase and install an Automated 

External Defibrillator (AED) in a church hallway. An AED 

is a portable device that can help save the life of some-

one experiencing sudden cardiac arrest by delivering an 

electrical shock that may restore a normal heart rhythm. 

While we hope it is never needed, this device has the 

potential to save a life during a cardiac emergency. The 

AED serves as a reminder that caring for one another 

involves not only spiritual support, but also practical 

steps that help keep our congregation safe and well. 

Whether through a prayer, a meal, a visit, or a life-

saving piece of equipment, the ministry of the deacons 

is rooted in caring for our church family and sharing 

Christ's love in tangible ways. 

 Inquirer’s Group - 

 Sunday, August 23, 2026 

     We welcome any who wish to learn more 

about our congregation and opportunities to be a 

part of our sharing the love and joy of Christ in 

this community.  The group will meet in the Cor-

nerstone room immediately following worship. If 

you would like to attend, contact Pastor Leigh or 

the church office.   

 

INDOOR COOKOUT  

August 9th after worship  

All food will be provided 

so come and dine! We will 

enjoy a program on Bethle-

hem Ministries work in Haiti and Pastor 

Leigh's recent visit there.  

 

 

New Small Group Study 

Keep alert for a new small group study op-

portunity! Rev. Leigh Jones will begin a 

new study of the Book of Isaiah on Tues-

day, August 11, 12 p.m. in the Corner-

stone Room. We will be studying from the 

book, “Isaiah for Everyone,” by John Gold-

ingay, available on-line from most book re-

tailers (Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Thrift-

Books.com, PC (USA) Store, etc.). We hope 

you can join us!  

 

 

Sunday, August 2nd  

Breakfast will be provided by the Men of 

the Church.  Come at 10:00 am for good 

food and fellowship and then worship at 

11:00am in the Fellowship Hall.     
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Ladies Night Out - August 20 - 6:00 p.m. 
Come join us at El Charro, 700 Douthit Ferry Road 

for good food and fellowship. 
  All ladies are welcome! 

 

FPC Book Club 

The book club will meet on 

Thursday, August 27th to dis-

cuss The Class of '65, by Jim 

Auchmutey, a long-time At-

lanta journalist.  This is a true story about a stu-

dent in Americus GA from the Koi-

nonia religious community who sympathizes with 

new Black students during desegregation and the 

long after-effects. On Thursday, September 24th, 

the book club will discuss Horse, by Geraldine 

Brooks.  This is a novel based on an actual horse, 

connecting the 1850s, 1950s and 2019.   Both 

meetings will be in the Cornerstone Room at 10:30 

a.m. Please join us and bring a friend.  

August Faith Development Dates 

• Sundays, 10 a.m. August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Sunday School for Adults, Cornerstone Room Class 

& Fellowship Hall Class 
 

• Mondays, 6 p.m. August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

Prayer Group, Room 114 
 

• Monday, August 3, 7 p.m. 

Faith Development Meeting, Session Room 
 

• Tuesdays, 12:00 p.m. August 11, 18, 25  

Cornerstone Room -  “Isaiah for Everyone,” 

by John Goldingay 

 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
The Faith Development and Mission Committees 
announce the annual Spiritual Formation and Mis-
sion Retreat for Friday, November 13 - Sunday, 
November 15 at North Georgia Mission Lodge 
near Blue Ridge. The cost is as follows: 
 

• Friday and Saturday nights--$125  
      (meals included) 
• Friday OR Saturday night only--$75  
      (meals included) 
• Saturday only--$20 (lunch provided) 
Children over the age of 6 are welcome, if accom-
panied by parent/guardian. 
 

Please give your money/check to Jean Gilliland or 
Becky Ferguson by no later than Monday, October 
5. Note in the memo on the check "Fall Retreat"--
thank you!  This year's spiritual formation discus-
sions will be led by Rev. Maryellen Hittel, and we 
will engage in community mission work on Satur-
day morning and early afternoon. We can't wait to 
see you there! 

The 2026-2027 Presbyterian 
Women (PW)/Horizons Bible 
Study is focused on Paul’s 
first letter to the Corinthians 
and is developed by Reverend 
Dr. Rhonda Mawhood Lee. 
The study focuses on the 
theme of “United Through 
Christ, Bound to Each Other.” 
Throughout the nine lessons, 

we will learn, study and discuss Paul’s words to the 
early churches in Corinth and the importance of 
Christian love in dealing with our fellow human be-
ings.  “Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.” 
We will continue to meet in the Cornerstone Room 
the first Thursday of the month at 10:30 beginning 
in September through May. Please make plans to 
join us in this study. You may purchase your copy 
of the study guide in the church office for $14.00.    
I am looking forward to lively discussions with you. 
Suzanne Collins 
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Sunday, August 2 
All children, youth, college students, teachers, 

etc. are invited to bring their backpacks for-
ward during the worship service in the Fel-

lowship Hall for the Blessing of the Backpacks. 

Sunday School Teachers Needed 
Have you been thinking about and praying about 
teaching Sunday School this year at FPC? We 
could really use your help. Teachers are needed 
for all ages. If you can teach once or twice a 
month, or teach for a whole month at a time 
(rotating months with another leader), or if you 
want to be a substitute SS teacher, let Andrea 
know. We will find a perfect place for you!  
If you feel called to teach our children or youth 
this year, please contact 
andrea@cartersvillepres.org or Jean Gilliland, 
Chair of the Faith Development Committee.  

 
Sunday School for chil-
dren (Pre-K 4 and up) 

& youth begins on 
Sunday, September 13 

          at 10 a.m. 

Confirmation begins in September 

Confirmation is a time in a young person’s life for 
them to explore what their faith means to them. 
Throughout our Confirmation year, we will ask big 
questions about who we are, who God is, and how 
the two intersect. It is a time for the youth to grow in 
their faith, as we discuss things like what it means to 
be a disciple, what is sin, what is baptism, what it 
means to be Presbyterian, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Lord’s Supper, and so many other important topics.  

Our class will meet on Sunday mornings (usually 2-3 
times a month) from 10-10:45 a.m. September 
through April. Confirmation is for any youth in 7th 
grade or older who have yet to be confirmed in the 
church.  

VBS at FPC  

We had a wonderful time on our Snowball Moun-

tain Challenge VBS last month, partnering with the 

Episcopal Church of the Ascension.  

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who 

made our VBS week an amazing adventure. We 

could not have done it without all of those fun, 

hardworking youth and adults who created an ex-

citing week for the children who came to VBS.  

The kids got to explore Bible stories, play games, 

create crafts, experiment with science, eat tasty 

snacks, and sing and dance all week long!! 

Thank you for your support of Montreat  

We had a great time at the Montreat Youth Con-

ference in June and the Middle School Conference 

in July. We enjoyed being together, made new 

friends, and deepened our relationship with God. 

Thank you to everyone who prayed for us while we 

were there, sent notes for the youth, and those 

who financially supported our trips. We really ap-

preciate all of you!  
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Jennifer Graves - Director - 770-382-0755 - jennifer@cartersvillepres.org 

April Paulk - Assistant Director – 770-382-0755 – april@cartersvillepres.org 

It’s almost time for another great school year to begin at the  

~ First Presbyterian Church Preschool ~ 

Open House: Wednesday, August 19 from 4:00-6:00 pm 

First Day of School for 3 and 5 Day Classes: Thursday, August 20 

We have hired a few new teachers this year!   

Shelby Dunn will be teaching one of our 5-Day, 3-Year-Old classes this year.  Shelby’s chil-

dren attended FPP in past years. Laila Pressler will join our preschool family as a teacher in 

the 5-day, 3-year-old class as well.  Laila is the parent of a current student of our preschool 

and taught preschool in New York.  Teresa Ashmore will be joining us as a Pre-K teacher.  

Teresa has had a grandchild attend FPP and is excited to come work with our students.    

We are so thankful God has provided us with a preschool full of precious children and an 

amazing staff to teach our little ones!  God is great and He always provides! 

Our preschool currently has 110 students for 
the 2026-2027 school year!  We have a few 

more slots available in Pre-K so we will have a 
full preschool! 

mailto:jennifer@cartersvillepres.org
mailto:april@cartersvillepres.org
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Staff:  Jennifer Graves, Nancy Kiefer (Preschool), Paige Lathem (Preschool) 

Officers:  Jean Gilliland (Session), Mary Gilreath (Diaconate) 

Ministries:  Administrative Ministry 

Families:  August 1-7:  Susan Ingram, Allyson Ireland, Emily Ireland, Jim Ireland, Sean and 

Rhonda Ireland 

August 8-14:  Hayden James, Hayleigh James, Hunter James, Justin and Emma James, Ally-

son Jenkins (Dalton) 

August 15-21:  Drew Johnson, Anne Tatum Johnson, Drake and Grace Johnson, Frank and 

Faye Johnson, Megan Johnson (Ellie, Eliza) 

August 22-31:  Amelia Jones, Chris and Leigh Jones (Ben), Nancy Kaufman, Courtney and 

Dave Keen (Gracie, Caroline, Sophia), Denise and Ronny Kennedy 

In August Pray for Our Church: 

August Birthdays  
1 Debra Tatum 

1 Abby Allen 

3 Lois Hill 

3 Betty Dundee 

8 Della Strange 

9 Zim Choate 

10 George Crim 

10 John Waters 

12 Sam Wilson 

13 Rich Gaffoglio 

14 Ellie Johnson 

14 Gracie Meckley 

15 Faith Burke 

16 Matt Bailey 

16 Andrea Roche 

17 Jerry Brownlow 

17 Randy Wrinkle 

18 Veletta Gebert 

 

25 Peggy White 

29 Wren Russell 

31 Hunter James 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

August 2 

10:00am - Congregational Breakfast provided by 

the Men of the Church 

11:00am - Worship in Fellowship Hall - Blessing 

of the Backpacks  

August 3 

7:00pm - Faith Development Meeting 

August 4 

6:30pm - Properties Committee Meeting 

August 9 

12:00pm -  Indoor Cookout - Fellowship Hall 

August 10 

6:00pm - Worship Committee Meeting 

August 11, 18, 25 

12:00pm - Isaiah for Everyone Weekly Study 

August 17 

5:30pm - Stewardship & Finance Meeting 

6:30pm - Mission Committee Meeting 

August 18 

7:00pm - Session Meeting 

August 19 

4:00pm - Preschool Open House till 6:00pm 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
183 West Main Street—Cartersville, GA  30120 
770-382-3511 - www.cartersvillepres.org 

August Calendar   

Contact 
 

Leigh Jones, pastor 
pastorleighjones@gmail.com 
Andrea Roche, children & youth director 
andrea@cartersvillepres.org 
Jim Stanley, choir director 
music@cartersvillepres.org 
Becky Ferguson, ministry assistant 
becky@cartersvillepres.org 
Angie Hood, church administrator 
angie@cartersvillepres.org 
Jennifer Graves, preschool director 
jennifer@cartersvillepres.org 
 
 

August 20 

8:00am - Preschool First Day of School 

6:00pm - Ladies Night Out @ El Charro 

August 25 

7:00pm - Diaconate Meeting  

August 27 

10:30pm - FPC Book Club 


