January 2026

“You will be my witnesses.” Acts 1:8

These are some of the last words that Jesus has for his disciples before his Ascension. Today we use
the word witness as a verb, but in Scripture it is also used to describe the identity of disciples. To be a disci-
ple is to be a witness and that speaks to what we do, but also to our underlying identity that motivates and
defines what we do. This is an important distinction, because from Biblical times to today there are people
who “fake it” without experiencing the character transformation that God desires for us. After all, the Phari-
sees tithed meticulously — but never understood or developed God’s heart for the “weightier matters of the
law” (Matthew 23:23-24). Jesus described them as whitewashed tombs, whose beautiful outsides belied their
contents.

In contrast, as disciples, we are called to be faithful stewards of all that is entrusted to us and in doing
so, we are witnesses, both in our identity and our practices. Stewardship is often associated with giving of
financial resources, but that is only one element of stewardship. Ultimately, stewardship describes our wit-
ness as disciples- it is caring for the time, talents, and financial resources God has given to us and that in-
cludes all that we have and all that we are - our hearts and lives.

Scripture calls us to specific practices with all that God has entrusted to us. These practices will shape
our identity and behavior as witnesses. To be a witness for Christ, we are to be grateful, intentional, disci-
plined, and accountable with all of God’s blessings (Philippians 14:12, Luke 14:28-30; Proverbs 21:20; Romans
14:12). Who we are is nurtured through our practices, which in turn shapes our identity as witnesses.

If we would like to grow in those practices for the New Year, we can focus on three specific are-
as: Head, Heart, and Hands. Drawing closer to God through God’s Word is a concrete way we are witness-
es. This means studying Scripture and what it means for our hearts and lives. Our hearts are then be shaped
by God’s love, focusing our love on that which God loves - relationship and service. Our hands then engage
in the service God calls us to do, as we deepen our relationship with Christ.

It may seem circular and many ways, it is. Our witness shapes our practices and our practices shape
our witness. As we seek to grow in witness and practice, we can focus on these three concrete ways to deep-
en our relationship with our Savior - head, heart, and hands.

There are many opportunities in the New Year to grow and live as witnesses. There’s opportunities to
study Scripture - from Bible studies on Tuesdays, Wednesday evenings, Thursday mornings, and Sunday small
groups. There are opportunities to worship, to offer God our hearts and love, and to love one another in fel-
lowship and provision and then to reflect that love in acts of service. This January, let us all consider what it
means to be a witness for Christ and how we can grow as witnesses and disciples.

Peace,

Pastor [.’@ﬁ


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScc21y6XfF7XVIbg87Qg0Y3ZrbrUqhHQcYJtyp9SyioKkaXLA/viewform
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New Weekly Bible Study I

| Everyone is invited to an exciting new weekly Bible |
Istudy, led by Rev. Maryellen Hittel, on Wednes—I
:days beginning January 7, 7:15-8:30 p.m. |
| (following Handbell Choir) in the Cornerstonel

IRoom. The study will I

last 6 weeks, ending
:Wednesday, February 11. We will be reading and:
Idiscussing Holy Envy, Finding God in the Faith of|
I Others, by Barbara Brown Taylor. The book is |
lavailable at Amazon.com (512.49 new; $6.39:
:used), ThriftBooks.com (starting at $4.69), and|
| BarnesandNoble.com ($16.99)

Ineeded, please contact Andrea Roche. We look

If childcare isl
|

[ .
Iforward to seeing you! I

Lunch & Game Day

We will have pizza and play some fun games
after worship service on Sunday, January 11.
There will be games for all ages.

2026-2027 Preschool Registration
Begins Soon!!!!
We will begin registering for the 2026-2027 school
year for church members and current families al-
ready enrolled in the preschool starting Tuesday,
January 20th!
the church office and our preschool offices for any-

There will be registration forms in

one who needs one. If you or someone you know
is interested in registering, please have them con-
tact Jennifer Graves at 770-382-0755 or
jennifer@cartersvillepres.org.

We will open preschool registration up to the pub-
lic starting Monday, February 2nd. PLEASE turnin
your registration form and fee BEFORE we open to
the public to ensure your child has a spot. Also,
encourage friends and family to register early. |
am giving tours for new families to sign up on Feb-
ruary 2nd and have had many calls and emails
about registration!

January 2026 Faith Development Dates

e Sunday, January 4, 10 a.m.
Sunday School for Adults--Cornerstone Class
Fellowship Hall Class

¢ Mondays, January 5, 12, 19, 26
6 p.m., Room 114
Prayer Group

e Wednesdays, January 7, 14, 21, 28
7:15 - 8:30 p.m.., Cornerstone Room
Book Study: Holy Envy, by Barbara Brown Taylor

e Thursday, January 8, 10:30 a.m., Cornerstone
Room

PW Horizons Bible Study: Finding Resilience, Joy,
and Our Identity in Jesus Christ, by Rashell D. Hunter

e Sundays, January 11, 18, 25,10 a.m.

Sunday School for Children, Youth, and Adults
Adults--Cornerstone Room, Fellowship Hall
Youth--Youth Room, Education Building
Children--Room 112 (Children's Library) and Room
114

¢ Monday, January 12, 7 p.m., Session Room
Faith Development Meeting

e Tuesdays, January 13, 20, 27 12 p.m.
Cornerstone Room
Bible Study--Romans for Everyone, by N.T. Wright

e Tuesday, January 20, 10:30 a.m., Cornerstone
Room

Book Study: Bad Girls of the Bible and What We Can

Learn from Them, by Liz Curtis Higgs

SAVE THE DATE! February 7th at 10:00 AM, we will
be hosting Cherokee Presbytery for the quarterly
Presbytery meeting in our sanctuary and worship is
at 10:00 AM that day. It will be a very special wor-
ship and opportunity to rejoice in the connectional
ties of the body of Christ! Make plans to join us. If
you would like to volunteer to help with the service
or the presbytery meeting, contact Beth Gaines.
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From the Session:

At its stated meeting in December, the Session:

e Approved an end-of-the-year bonus for church employees of 5% of their base salary.

e Made plans for a goal-setting session in January/February with Rev. Andy Casto-Waters.

¢ Heard a report from the Stewardship and Finance Committee. Revenue has been received as budget-

ed and expenses are coming in below budget.

Sunday, January 4th, 9:00 a.m.

Please join us for the MOC breakfast,
we meet on the first Sunday each
month at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
This breakfast is a perfect opportunity to
get to know the other men in your church
family. RSVP to dwc1945@gmail.com

2025-2026 PW/Horizons

: Bible Study

—t “Finding Resilience, Joy and Our Identity in

""" Jesus Christ” will meet Thursday, January

" 8th at 10:30 a.m. in the Cornerstone

' Room. We will be discussing Lesson 5,
“The Gift of the Woman Who Was Poor.”

Scripture will be Mark 12:41-44. All are welcome!

:- S 7% 7%
R%

Ladies Night Out
January 15th at 6:00 p.m.

Come join us for good food and fellowship.

We will be dining at Kobe Steak & Sushi,
located at 465 Cherokee PI., Cartersville.
All ladies are welcome!

FPC Book Club meets Thursday, January
,MZZ, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. in the Corner-
o stone Room. The book selection is Lilac

Girls by Martha Hall Kelly, which is a novel about an histori-
cal figure and her adventures in pre-WWII Europe. Availa-
ble in multiple formats from the library or your favorite

bookseller. Please join us and bring a friend!

FPC Mission Committee is asking
for donations of items to fill
Blessing Bags for the unhoused in

our community.

Items needed are:
Hand warmers
Socks
Gloves
Caps
Scarves
Blankets
Granola bars, fruit cups & other edibles not requiring
refrigeration
Reusable water bottles (new or used)
Cash donations may be turned in to the church office.
Donations should be turned in by February 8, 2026.
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VBS Save the Date & Volunteers Needed
VBS is coming to FPC this Summer!
July 6-10, 9 a.m. until noon.

VBS is open to all children in our community, and it
o is a time for kids to hear God’s Message, deepen
NGOD

their faith, enjoy songs, create crafts, and have a

wonderful week.

Volunteers with all abilities are needed: teachers, snack coordinators, set builders, guides for our chil-
dren, game leaders, decorators, etc. There is a place for everyone at VBS!

If you want to volunteer for VBS, contact andrea@cartersvillepres.org.

First Communion Instruction

Communion is a sign and seal of the cove-

nant of grace made by God through Jesus

Save the Dates

Christ and extended to us.
High School Youth Montreat — June 14-20

Worship & Music (Children, Youth, &
Adults) — June 28-July 3

Has your child been asking about Commun-
ion? Have they been receiving Communion,
but you all would like to know more about

the meaning and significance of it? VBS —July 6-10

We will be having “First Communion” clas-

Middle School Youth Montreat —July 15-19
ses this Winter/Spring for any child who is ! ! Uy

interested and their parentS/guardians_ $00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
Contact Andrea —

andrea@cartersvillepres.org for more infor-

mation.
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January Birthdays
1 Janet Strange 28  Ellyn Olson
1 Scott Panter 29  Tommy Porter
1 Sara Gregory
3 Becky Ferguson
8 Adam Brush
9 Hayleigh James
10  Patti Hall

10 Louise Panter
10 Drake Brush

11 Rick Shireman . °

. L ] - L ]
16 Jean Robinson
17  Vernon Ferguson . P y*-
18  Jack Cummings :+ [ |
20  Tinsley Cline I \'\ a .
22  Cat Klingbeil e = °

22 Caroline Keen
24 Elise Sims

In January Pray for Our Church:

Staff: Grace Johnson, Elise Shrader (Preschool), Carol Tanner (Preschool)

Officers: Ellyn Olson (Session), Megan Johnson (Diaconate)

Ministries: Worship Ministry

Families: January 1-7: Conner and lzzy Paul (Vivienne), Sara Payne, Tommy and Beth Por-
ter, Jonathan and Lauren Pressley (Harris, Marshall, Russell), Gracie Pruitt

January 8-14: Terry and Carla Purdy, Brian Purtymun, Perry and Kim Rentz (Anna, Laura),
Rick and Patty Richardson, Jean Robinson

January 15-21: Paxton Robinson, Andrea Roche, Karen Rodgers, Georgie and Ashton Rus-
sell (Wren, Ruby), Paxton and Cara Russell (Murray, Elizabeth)

January 22-31: Kyle and Karen Russell, Patti Scroggins, Thomas and Joyce Shaw, Renee
Shields (Grace, Mya, Christopher), Rick Shireman and Sarah Craighead
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Contact

Leigh Jones, pastor
pastorleighjones@gmail.com

Andrea Roche, children & youth director

andrea@cartersvillepres.org
Jim Stanley, choir director
music@cartersvillepres.org

Becky Ferguson, ministry assistant

becky@cartersvillepres.org

Angie Hood, church administrator

angie@cartersvillepres.org

Jennifer Graves, preschool director

jennifer@cartersvillepres.org

January 2026 Calendar

January 1

Church Office Closed

January 1-6

Preschool Holidays

January 4

9:00am - Men’s Monthly Breakfast
January 6

6:30pm - Properties Committee Meeting
January 7

1:00pm - Red Cross Blood Drive
7:15pm - “Holy Envy” Weekly Study
January 8

10:30am - Women’s PW Bible Study
January 11

Noon - Lunch & Game Day

January 12

6:00pm - Worship Committee Meeting
7:00pm - Faith Development Meeting
January 13

12:00pm - Romans for Everyone Study
January 14

7:15pm - “Holy Envy” Weekly Study

January 15

6:00pm - Ladies Night Out @ Kobe Steak & Sushi
January 19

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Church Office Closed

5:30pm - Stewardship & Finance Meeting
January 20

Preschool Registration begins for church mem-
bers & current families

10:30am - Monthly Study - Bad Girls of the Bible
12:00pm - Romans for Everyone Study

7:00pm - Session Meeting

January 21

7:15pm - “Holy Envy” Weekly Study

January 22

10:30am - FPC Book Club

January 27

12:00pm - Romans for Everyone Study

7:00pm - Diaconate Meeting

January 28

7:15pm - “Holy Envy” Weekly Study



